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IMMANUEL

GOD with Us

oseph faced a dilemma. While deciding
how he would handle the situation, an
angel of the Lord appeared to him with a
stunning revelation. The angel proclaimed,
Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to
you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in
her is of the Holy Spirit (Mt. 1:20). He loved Mary,
but had just discovered his fiancé was expecting a
baby. Reassuring Joseph that Mary had not been
unfaithful, the angel continued, And she will bring
forth a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for
He will save His people from their sins (Mt. 1:21).
To ensure Joseph understood that Mary’s
pregnancy was the actual fulfillment of
Messianic prophecy, the angel continued,
all this was done that it might be fulfilled
which was spoken by the Lord through the
prophet, saying: ‘behold, the virgin shall be
with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call
His name Immanuel’ (Mt. 1:22).
The name Immanuel means, “God with us”
and provides the key to understanding the
unique essence of Jesus. In his announcement
to Joseph, the angel underscored the fact that
Mary’s would not be a mere mortal baby, but a
child that possessed both human and divine
attributes—the Messiah!
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Perfect Unity
Although impossible to grasp with the limited
capabilities of our finite minds, Jesus had to possess, “a complete divine nature and a complete
human nature inseparably united in one person”.1
How this is possible is one of the greatest
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relinquishing a single divine attribute. What it did
require was giving up the independent exercise of
those divine attributes.5 Jesus Himself articulated
this dynamic saying, I can of Myself do nothing…I
do not seek My own will but the will of the Father
who sent Me (Jn. 5:30). Even though all divine
attributes were available to Him throughout the
course of His earthly ministry, Jesus lived in complete surrender never using them unless
expressly directed by the Father.

Perfect Humanity

mysteries known to man. The theological term
“hypostatic union” describes this mystery.
“Hypostatic” derives from the Greek conveying the idea of, “substance, essence, actual
being or reality”.2 In this case, the essence
(hypostasis) involves the perfect union of two
distinct natures—one human, one divine—in
a single person.
Jesus was, “no less God because of His
humanity and no less human because of His
deity”.3 Theologian John Walvoord explains, “This
union should not be defined as deity possessing
humanity as this would deny true humanity its
rightful place. It is not, on the other hand, humanity merely indwelt by deity. In His unique personality He possessed two natures, one eternal and
divine, the other human and generated in time.”4
Allowing the divine nature to function within
the confines of finite humanity did not require
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Attributes exclusive to human nature distinguish man from all other forms of life, and the portrait of Jesus in the gospels reveals He was truly
human. He possessed a physical body like any
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human being. He was born as every human baby is
born (Lk. 2:7). He grew physically, intellectually
and experientially as boys have grown since the
beginning of time (Lk 2:52). Prior to His resurrection, Jesus was constrained by physical limitations
of a human body.
The sensations common to all people were
part of Jesus’ daily experience. After fasting, He
was hungry (Mt. 4:2). On the cross, He was thirsty
(Jn. 19:28). At Jacob’s Well, He was weary (Jn. 4:6).
Before calming the sea, He slept in the stern of a
boat (Mt. 8:24). His body had material substance
allowing a disciple to lean against Him during
Passover (Jn. 13:23). Even after the resurrection,
we are told women embraced His feet and Mary of
Magdala clung to Him for joy (Mt. 28:9; Jn. 20:17).
But, man is more than a physical body, which is
why the realm of Jesus’ experiences went beyond
physical sensations alone. He loved, felt compassion for the multitudes, was angered by the stubbornness of religious leaders and wept at Lazarus’
death (Jn. 11:5; Mt. 9:36; Mk. 3:5; Jn. 11:35).
Man also possesses, “a rational soul and spirit…as far removed from other forms of life that
are in the world as God is removed from His creation”.6 Matthew records Jesus saying, My soul is
exceedingly sorrowful, even to death (Mt. 26:38).
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For unto us a Child is born,
unto us a Son is given…and His
name will be called Wonderful, Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace…
Isaiah 9:6,7

Therefore the LORD Himself
will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin
shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall
call his name Immanuel.
Isaiah 7:14

The LORD has said to Me,
‘You are My Son, today I have begotten
you…Kiss the Son, lest He be angry, and you
perish in the way, when His wrath
is kindled but a little’.
Psalm 2:7-12

[T]he Word became flesh
and dwelt among us, and we beheld His
glory, the glory as of the only begotten
of the Father, full of grace and truth.
John 1:14

Who has ascended into heaven,
or descended ? Who has gathered the wind in His
fists? Who has bound the water in a garment? Who has
established all the ends of the earth? What is His name,
and what is His Son’s name, if you know?
Proverbs 30:4

Bethlehem Ephrathah…out
of you shall come forth to Me the One
to be Ruler in Israel, whose goings forth
are from of old, from everlasting.
Micah 5:2

[B]ehold, One like the Son
of Man, coming with the clouds of heaven!
He came to the Ancient of Days…His dominion is an everlasting
dominion, which shall not pass away…His kingdom
the one which shall not be destroyed.
Daniel 7:13,14
For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.. John 3:16
4

WINTER 2009

CANADIAN COMMUNIQUÉ

5

Cmmunique_Wntr_09:Communique 12/4/09 9:48 AM Page 4

Mark calls attention to Jesus’ human spirit
explaining, Jesus perceived in His spirit that they
reasoned thus within themselves (Mk. 2:8).

otherwise belong exclusively to God the Father
(Phil. 3:21; Jn. 2:25-25; Jn. 3:13; Heb. 13:8). The
Bible also describes Him not only as Creator of
the cosmos, but also the One who holds it together and by whose word it will ultimately be dissolved and reformed (Col 1:16-17; 2 Pet. 3:10-12).
The prophet Isaiah anticipated Messiah’s
divine nature, describing Him with the names,
mighty God (Heb. El Gibbor) and everlasting
Father (Heb. Ad Av), (Isa. 9:6). John references Jesus’ eternality saying, In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God…and the Word
became flesh and dwelt among us (Jn. 1:1,14).
The prophet Micah, precisely pinpointing the
place of Messiah’s birth more than 400 years
before the event, describes Him as, the One
to be Ruler in Israel, whose goings forth are
from old, from everlasting (Mic. 5:2).
Jesus unmistakably claimed deity on
more than one occasion. When friends
brought a paralyzed man for healing, He
responded, son, your sins are forgiven you
(Mk. 2:5). Since the religious leaders con-

In every point of His experience, Jesus
demonstrates a completely human nature, which
will continue throughout eternity. John Walvoord
notes, “His human nature continues forever, His
earthly body which died on the cross being transformed into a resurrection body suited for His
glorious presence in heaven”.7

Absolute Deity

ENDNOTES

tended only God has authority to forgive sin,
Jesus countered, that you may know that the
Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins
I say to you (the paralytic), arise, take up
your bed, and go to your house (Mk. 2:10-11).
In the upper room Jesus emphasized, he
who has seen Me has seen the Father (Jn.
14:9). When Jesus publicly declared, I and my
Father are One, there was no doubt about the
implications of His statement. Without waiting for an explanation, those listening began
picking up rocks to stone Him for blasphemy
claiming, because You, being a Man, make
Yourself God (Jn.10:30, 33). In harmony with
Jesus’ words, the Apostle Paul describes
Him: who, being in the form of God, did not
consider it robbery to be equal with God
(Phil. 2:6). Just as He was completely human,
Jesus was fully God.

The God Man

Just as human nature demonstrates distinctly
human attributes, those ascribed to divinity are
also exclusive. Scripture asserts Jesus possessed
the divine attributes of omnipotence, omniscience, omnipresence and immutability, which
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promised Messiah, His humanity identified Him
with the lineage of David, but His divinity guaranteed His government and throne would be everlasting (2 Sam. 7:16). Only as Man could Messiah
die as a substitute for man’s sin, but only as God
could His death have efficacy in redeeming lost
humanity. Messiah’s death by crucifixion establishes His humanity; His resurrection verifies
His deity, and mutually underscores His unique
identity as both God and Man.
Possessing a complete human nature and
an undiminished divine nature, Jesus is exceptional and unlike any other being that ever has
or ever will exist. And, only as both God and
Man is He able to, save to the uttermost those
who come to God through Him (Heb. 7:25).
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Two separate, distinct natures, one divine
and one human, both attributed to one Person
prove the child born to Mary in the village
of Bethlehem was no ordinary baby. As the
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