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We pray blessings on our Jewish friends for “Pesach’ (Passover).

The Messianic “Stone” Cries Out!                                                                                                         
Psalm 118 (Part One: Verses 1-21)

Dr. Deane J. Woods

Visitors to Israel’s Knesset are 
privileged to see and have explained 
to them, Marc Chegall’s famous 

painted “tapestries” hanging in the Atrium, 
adjacent to the Parliamentary Chamber. To 
contemporary Art-lovers, they are stunning 
examples of that particular genre. They 
depict specific epochs in the unfolding 
drama of Israel’s religious, political and 
spiritual history. 

To Art purists, however, the three dramatic 
“Hangings” tend leave the “uninformed-
in-Art” visitors “in the dark” – devoid of 
Chegall’s purposed intent. Were it not for 
the experienced Guide’s illuminating 
explanations of these “artistic 
Masterpieces”, they would leave the 
Knesset precincts little the wiser as 
to these famous works than when 
they first arrived!

The last time this writer viewed 
these famous “tapestries”, they 
were explained in even greater 
dimensions. The Israeli Guide 
(though not trained in “Art”, per se), 
arrested our attention by pointing 
out three basic “ingredients” 
in this world-acclaimed Artist’s 
works. First, the initial “concepts” 
conceived in Chegall’s mind were 
carefully “transferred” onto an 
original “canvas”. Second, those 
now manifested “concepts” were made 
to “take on life” with the use of myriads of 
minuscule painted “threads” that constitute 
the majestic Art-piece as a whole. Third, 
when one has been made aware of 
these foundational facts, steps back 
several paces and “looks perceptibly, in 
informed, quiet reflection”, he can see the 
captivating brilliance of the “Big Picture” 
this gifted Russian Jewish Artist wanted to 
communicate!

In a remarkable way, it occurred to this 
writer that in coming to the last study 
(which will be presented in two parts, due 
to the detail involved) in this present series 

of the “Messiah in the Psalms”, Psalm 118 
presents a parallel paradigm. First, without 
our “Guide” (God’s Holy Spirit), black 
typed-script on white paper enables the 
uninformed reader to articulate the words, 
but not really appreciate by “entering in” 
to what the Psalmist wrote about at a 
particular event in Israel’s rich religious and 
spiritual history. 

Second, once “The Guide” explains to 
the interested reader the Psalm’s same 
three essential “ingredients” and how 
their contents all inter-relate, the “Author’s 
intent” of prophetically portraying the 

empts our Response to God’s Love!) in 
verses 5-21. 

(3) The “Big Picture” that emerges to 
explain the constituent, integral parts 
(The messianic “Day of the LORD” 
provides salvation because of God’s 
Love!) in verses 21-29. 

With this trifold structure, Psalm 118 
therefore encapsulates what many 
scholars consider to be the climax of 
the Psalter’s messianic prophecies. In 
this present Series of Studies, we have 
reviewed them all in individual detail: 
Psalms 2, 8, 16, 22-23-24, 34, 35, 40, 41, 

45, 68, 69, 89,102, 110 and now 
we have arrived at the “Capstone” 
that, in effect,  “binds” them all 
together - the 118th Psalm.

In this penultimate article, we will 
deal with the above two points – 
the “Canvas” aspect (so to speak) 
and the “integral ‘Threads’” (as it 
were) of Psalm 118. The title given 
to these final studies may seem 
enigmatic in the initial stages of the 
first of our expositions, but by the 
end of the second presentation, the 
intended, full meaning will become 
very clear! To put it simply at this 
point: Just as in archaeological 
contexts, “the (exposed) stones 

cry out” with evidence of past historical 
facts, so in Psalm 118, the prophesied, 
“Messianic Rejected Stone” cries out with 
unchallenged clarity that the LORD has 
sovereignly “Restored” Him to become 
“The Chief Cornerstone”. With this divine 
appointment, “The Promised Messiah” 
has become the sole criterion by which 
all aspects of man’s eternal salvation are 
“measured”! There is salvation in “none 
other” (cf Acts 4:12).

Particular Context:

Sandwiched between the shortest Psalm 
(117) and the longest (119), this is the 
last song in the “Egyptian Hallel”. (“Hallel” 

inherent magnificence of the coming 
“Majestic Messiah” and His salvific mission 
associated with His epochal Advent, is 
clearly seen! 

Hence, in summary, we may appreciate 
Psalm 118 by noting three integral, literary 
components: 

(1) The original “Canvas” concept 
(The messianic “Day of the LORD” 
proclaims God’s Love Endures 
Forever!) in verses 1-4.

(2) The variegated, integral “Threads” 
that make up the Psalm as a whole 
(The messianic “Day of the LORD” pre-
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means “praise” and Psalms 113 through 
118 recount Israel’s divine deliverance from 
Egypt).

The occasion of Psalm 118 is, as Warren 
Wiersbe says:

“ … probably the dedication of the restored 
walls and gates of Jerusalem during the 
Feast of Tabernacles in 444 BC, in the 
time of Ezra and Nehemiah. The Jews in 
the city were surrounded by enemies who 
first ridiculed them and then threatened to 
attack them and stop the work (vss 10-14; 
Neh 2:19-20; 4:1-9; 6:1-9). The rebuilding 
project took fifty-two days, 
and the report of this 
remarkable accomplishment 
astounded the nations (vss 
15-16, 23-24; Neh 6:15-16). 
The Psalm mentions gates 
(vss 19, 20) and building (vss 
22) and certainly expresses 
the joy the people experienced 
as they beheld what the Lord 
had done. The repeated 
phrases in verses 2-4, 10-12, 
and 15-16 suggest that the 
Psalm was written for public 
worship”.

 It certainly was (and 
continues to be) sung by 
Jewish communities at 
Passover – Psalms 113 and 
114 prior to the meal, and the remainder at 
the conclusion of it. 

Most probably, the pronouns “I” and “me” 
in verses 5 through 21 refer to the nation 
of Israel, though David could have equally 
applied God’s promises and principles to 
various personal, adverse situations he 
faced throughout his life. Whatever might 
have been the case, the Psalm speaks 
to all believers in every age and gives 
them (as Charles C. Ryrie suggests) (1) 
An Acclamation of Godly Praise (vss 1-4); 
(2) Acknowledgement of Past Distresses, 
including 5 Practical Instructions (vss 
5-21), and (3) Anticipation of a Future 
Messianic Day when the “Rejected” but 
now “Restored” Foundation Stone would 
bring Salvation (vss 22-29).

Preliminary Considerations:

1.  Martin Luther – Psalm 118 has 
historically been the favourite of 
believers in past days. It was Luther’s 
personal choice. He wrote: 

This is my Psalm, my chosen Psalm. I love 
them all; I love all holy Scripture, which is 
my consolation and my life. But this Psalm 
is nearest my heart, and I have a peculiar 
right to call it mine. It has saved me from 

many a pressing danger, from which 
neither emperor, nor kings, nor sages, 
nor saints, could have saved me. It is my 
friend; dearer to me than all the honours 
and power of the earth.

Luther also had verse 17 hung on a plaque 
on his wall: “I will not die, but live, and 
tell of the works of the Lord”!

2.  Martyrs – James Montgomery Boice 
(Psalms [Baker], 3:963-964) records 
that three Huguenot martyrs Louis 
Rang, a Huguenot pastor, was 
condemned to die in Grenoble in 1745 

… Jacque Roger, also strengthened 
himself with this verse. He was 
70 years old and had escaped his 
enemies for nearly 40 years. He spent 
his last days in prison encouraging 
other Protestant pastors to remain true 
to the faith. The last was Francois 
Rochette, who died in 1762, 17 years 
after Rang and Roger. He too was 
offered freedom if he renounced his 
faith. He too refused. He also mounted 
the scaffold singing, “Here now is the 
happy day for which we have been 
waiting”).

All three went to their deaths on the 
scaffold singing portions of the French 
version of Psalm 118. 

3.  Master Preacher – Charles 
Haddon Spurgeon loved these 
prophetic, messianic words of David, 
as noted in his Treasury of David 
commentary, ad loc.

4.  Miscellaneous Observations – 
Psalm 118 is also interesting for other 
(some might say, “trivial”) reasons. First, 
as we have noted, it is sandwiched 
between the shortest (117) and the 
longest (119) chapters in the Bible. 

Second, on some counts (including 
the KJV), it is at the “dead centre” of 
the Bible. On this reckoning, verses 
8 and 9 are the contended to be the 
“middle verses of the Bible” The text 
reads: “It is better to trust in the LORD 
than to put confidence in man. It is 
better to trust in the LORD than to put 
confidence in princes”. If this is so, 
then there are 15, 536 verses before 
and 15,536 verses after this “mid-
point”!

5.  Messianic Prophecies – Prophecies 
about the promised Messiah are 
the main focal point and climax 
of this Psalm. So let’s proceed to 
discover them in the context in 
which they are found.

Prophetic Certainties:

1.  REMEMBER CONTINUALLY! 
– The messianic “Day of the 
LORD” Proclaims that God’s 
“Hesed” Love is Eternal and 
Endures Forever! Therefore: 
PRAISE HIM! (Psalm 118:1-4).

From the beginning of verse 1, 
the exhortatory command is for 
God’s people to “give thanks to 
the LORD”, with the associated 
reason why this should be so: “His 
mercy endures forever”. “Mercy is 
the Hebrew word chesed, meaning 

unconditional, steadfast, covenant-
related love. The Psalm will end with 
the same words, thereby constituting 
a literary “inclusio” (like two Book 
Ends holding the integral parts 
together). Israel is to acknowledge 
God’s “hesed” love (vs 2); so must 
the “house of Aaron” – the Aaronic 
Priesthood – (vs 3) and, indeed, “all 
those who fear the LORD” (vs 4). 

These four introductory verses 
serve as the foundational verses 
underpinning the truths of the Psalm 
as a whole. Certainly, they present the 
theological truth to be acknowledged 
in the culminating historical events 
“leading up” to God’s momentous, 
divine intervention in the Advent of 
the Messiah. That Person is Jesus, 
(“Yeshua”) about whom David will go 
on to prophesy in the latter verses in 
terms of the “Stone”. Furthermore, 
these prophetic words were quoted 
by Jesus prior to the Cross and 
His crucifixion. But the divine story 
didn’t end there; He was raised 
again in triumph and life on the third 
day. (Ps 16:11; 1 Cor 15:2-3, 57). 
The “Rejected” Messianic “Stone” 
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biblical truth about Israel and the Messiah while fostering solidarity with Jewish people.

would become “The ‘Restored’, Chief 
Cornerstone”! Thus God’s epochal 
events with the coming Messiah 
would evidence and proclaim “The 
Day that the LORD has made …”! The 
expectation is that Believers in Jesus 
“will be glad and rejoice in it”! (vs 24).

So here, David links the coming 
eschatological “Messiah’s Day” with 
the equally important foundational 
theological truth that God’s “hesed” 
love is, and will be in the historic 
“Eschaton” of Messiah, eternally 
enduring! This “Day of the 
LORD” proclaims its reality in 
the LORD Jesus Christ to all 
who are willing to hear, believe 
and obey (cf Acts 5:32)!

Jewish or Gentile friend, don’t 
let the cacophony of this 
world’s alluring, “Siren-like” 
voices of hedonistic pleasures 
drown out the “voice of a 
gentle stillness”!  Elijah had 
to learn that lesson as he ran 
away into the Negev from 
threatening Queen Jezebel 
(See 1 Kgs 19:12, literal 
translation).  William Cowper 
expressed it well in 1768 in 
this way:

Hark my soul, it is the LORD, 
‘Tis the Saviour, Hear His Word; 

Jesus speaks, and speaks to thee, 
“Say, poor sinner, Lov’st thou Me?”

“I delivered thee when bound, 
And when wounded, healed thy wound; 

Sought you wandering, set you right, 
Turned your darkness into light”.

“Mine is an unchanging love, 
Higher than the heights above, 

Deeper than the depths beneath, 
Free and faithful, strong as death!”.

“You shall see My glory soon, 
When the work of grace is done, 

Partner of My throne shall be, 
“Say poor sinner, Lov’st thou Me?”.

May this writer (being in God’s “hesed” 
love), respectfully ask in His Name: “Do 
You really love Him”? All may enter that 
spiritual relationship because “He first 
loved us” (1 Jn 4:19).

2. RESPOND APPROPRIATELY! 
– The messianic “Day of the 
LORD” Pre-empts our Response to 
God’s Enduring, Eternal, “Hesed” 
Love! Therefore: TRUST HIM! 
(Psalm 118: 5-21).

The major section of Psalm 118 is found 
in verses 5 through 21. Having given 
the “foundational truth” of God’s eternal, 
everlasting “hesed” love in the opening 
four verses, David set forth a series of 
“past disasters”. In verses 5-9, he said that 
he “called on the LORD in distress” (vs 
5) and gave testimony that He “(was) for 
(him)”, delivering his servant into a “broad” 
place (vs 5b), because he “(trusted) in the 
LORD” and didn’t put “confidence in man” 
or “princes” (vss 8-9).

save him.  Immediately, he hears a slight 
rumbling; It grows louder and louder. The 
ground begins to shake. Rocks move. The 
tunnel that had entombed him suddenly 
“opens up”, right above his head! He 
scrambles through the opening … Blue 
skies! … Fresh Air! … Zephyr breeze! 
Before him, he sees the spectacular 
panorama of a spacious valley! Praise 
God, He is free, at last!

These pictures of complete helplessness 
and looming defeat (were it not for the 
LORD’s gracious interventions), were 
further presented in even more extreme 

ways in verses 10-14. “All 
nations surrounded (him)”, in 
fact they seemed like “(a swarm 
of) bees” (vss 10-12), yet the 
LORD “(was his} strength and 
salvation” through His utter 
destruction of all his enemies” 
(vss 12b, 13-14).

The last few verses of this 
section of the LORD’s dealing 
with David’s (and equally so, 
Israel’s) enemies highlighted 
the “rejoicing and salvation” His 
servant/s experienced through 
His gracious deliverances. 
Triumphantly, he shouts and 
gives all the glory to God. 
Verses 17 and 18 read:

“The right hand of the LORD is 
exalted; 

The right hand of the LORD does valiantly. 
I shall not die, but live, 

And declare the works of the LORD, 
The LORD has chastened me severely, 
But He has not given me over to death” 

(Emphases added).

As this present writer pondered again 
these words that so captivated the “Father 
of the Reformation” (Martin Luther), 
several applications came to mind. First, 
verse 17 was a “Life Verse” for him amidst 
the threats and anti-Scriptural practices 
of the Papacy and the Roman Catholic 
Church. Do you, dear reader, have a “sure 
foundation, Scripture Life Verse” by which 
you live? For Evangelist Dwight L. Moody, 
it was “He who does the will of God will 
live forever” (1 Jn 2:17). For renowned 
Medical Missionary, Congo “Rebel Victim 
Sufferer” and later, Conference Speaker, 
Dr. Helen Rooseveare, it was “That I might 
know Him, the power of His resurrection, 
the fellowship of His sufferings, being 
made conformable unto His death” (Phil 
3:10). The list could go on, including less 
known servants of the LORD such as a 
Pastor and his wife in New Mexico. Mike’s 

The Hebrew text in verse 5 is particularly 
descriptive of David’s (and Israel’s) divine 
deliverance. It is considered worthy 
of further comment here because His 
statement that “the LORD answered me 
and set me in a broad place” connotes 
a graphic mental image. It is as if he 
has been “squeezed” (to the point of 
being “stuck”) as a captive in a cramped 
space, then suddenly, miraculously, he is 
extricated from his deadly “confinement” 
into the joyous liberty and freedom of 
unrestricted space! 

To illustrate the point, imagine this: 
A person becomes entrapped in the 
constrictive confines of a labyrinth of 
underground caves. Desperately, he seeks 
deliverance. He tries to extricate himself 
by crawling through what seems to him 
to be the only tunnel to the freedom – a 
much hoped-for way-of-escape through 
some yet-undiscovered entrance.  The 
more he tries to claw his way to liberty, 
the narrower and more claustrophobic 
the tunnel becomes. Finally becoming 
“stuck” and unable to advance any 
further, he lies there trapped and helpless. 
His life is seemingly at and end. In utter 
desperation, he finally cries out to God to 
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verse is this: The steps of a good man are 
ordered by the LORD: and he delights in 
his way Psalms 37:23; Pam’s is a verse 
from the New Testament: I can do all 
things through Christ who strengthens me 
(Phil 4:13). You see, one need not be a 
“Celebrity” or a world-renowned Believer 
to embrace “Life Verses” from the Bible.

So let this writer recommend just 
five, selected, verses that Jewish and 
Gentile readers might like to consider 
prayerfully as being their choice. Given 
the topic of this present article, Psalm 
118:24, is a given: This is the day that 
the Lord has made; let us rejoice and 
be glad in it!

•  Proverbs 3:5-6 – Trust in the Lord 
with all your heart, and do not lean 
on your own understanding.  In all 
your ways acknowledge him, and 
he will make straight your paths.

•  Proverbs 18:10 – The name of 
the Lord is a strong tower; the 
righteous man runs into it and 
is safe.

•  Isaiah 53:4-6 – Surely He has borne 
our griefs and carried our sorrows; Yet 
we esteemed Him stricken, smitten 
of God , and afflicted, But He was 
wounded for our transgressions, He 
was bruised for our iniquities; The 
chastisement of our peace was upon 
Him and by His stripes we are healed. 
All we like sheep have gone astray; 
we have turned, every one, to his own 
way; and the LORD has laid on Him 
the iniquity of us all.

•  Colossians 1:27-29 – Christ in you, 
the hope of glory. Him we preach, 
warning every man and teaching every 
man in all wisdom that we may present 
every man perfect in Christ Jesus.

•  Revelation 1:3 – Blessed is he who 
reads and those who hear the words 
of this prophecy and keep those things 
which are written in it, for the time 
is near.

Having recounted past “disasters”, 
but most importantly God’s gracious 
“deliverances”, David ends this major 
section of the Psalm with heart-felt words 
of praise to the LORD. We need to note 
carefully that the rightful response of those 
so “delivered” by their Sovereign Saviour, 
is to give overt expression of their trust 

faithful to His promises (Lam 3:23-24; 
Num 23:19). He can never “deny Himself” 
(2 Tim.2:13). Trust Him!

Here’s a final application thought as we 
conclude: Have you, dear friend, forgotten 
to “go and thank the LORD”, privately, or 
publicly for His merciful “deliverances” in 
your life? 

How easy it is to be like the “nine 
cleansed lepers” who, for whatever 
reasons, forgot to go back to Jesus 
and say “Thank You!” (Lk 17:17)!

In meditating on these verses 5-21, 
five practical instructions became 
apparent to this writer. They are also 
integral reasons to “give thanks” 
to the LORD. However, time and 
space limitations prevail and we 
will have to wait and discover what 
these practical instructions are in 
our next edition of The Australian 
Shofar!     (Series to be continued, 
and concluded).
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in Him by “entering into the Temple” in 
worship and praise for His strong salvation. 
The text reads:

Open to me the gates of righteousness;            
I will go through them, 

and I will praise the LORD.  
This is the gate of the LORD,  

Through which the righteous shall enter. 
I will praise You, 

For You have answered me, 
And have become my salvation.

As for David, so for Israel in the time 
of Ezra and Nehemiah, and indeed for 
all of God’s people, today: Corporate 
worship and thanksgiving to God 
for all His grace and mercies in 
bestowing complete temporal and 
spiritual “deliverances” is entirely 
appropriate! Yes, trust in Him never has, 
nor ever will be, left “unrewarded”. God 
will never leave a needy soul mocked and 
destitute, if he cries out to Him for help (cf 
Mt 14:30; Heb 2:18). The LORD is ever 
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